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The good fishing starts when a river imposes itself on the angler.

Desert Fly Casters Supports 
BARBLESS HOOKS
 CATCH & RELEASE

FLY FISHERS
INTERNATIONAL

The charm of fly fishing lies in The charm of fly fishing lies in 
one’s numerous failures and the one’s numerous failures and the 
unforeseen circumstances that must unforeseen circumstances that must 

be overcome.be overcome.
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DFC CLUB MEETINGDFC CLUB MEETING

APRIL 14, 2021APRIL 14, 2021
SEE PAGE 7

For ZOOM Information
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To advance the sport of fly 
fishing in Arizona through 
education, conservation 
and community outreach 
efforts by: 
• Providing Education 
classes and clinics on fly 
fishing, fly casting, fly 
tying, rod  building and 
other associated skills

• Committing to conserve, 
restore, and enhance local 
and regional fisheries

• Making fishing 
approachable, enjoyable 
and safe in family friendly 
environment

• Promoting responsible 
angling practices

President's Drift                                           Frank  Schettino  • April 2021

Greeting fellow Trout Bums,
It’s April and spring is here. Well thats what the 
calendar says. The weather is warming up in the 
valley of the sun. Time to get out and fish if you 
haven’t been doing so already. If you haven’t 
been out yet, grab your rod and reel, make sure 
your license up to date and go! If you need to 
renew your license you can do so on the AZGFD 
website. While you’re there you can check the 
stocking schedule for you favorite fishing hole. 
Looking to do something a little different, want 
a bit of a challenge. Try the AZGFD Trout chal-
lenge. All you need to do is catch 4 of the vari-
ety of wild trout or 6 of the 8 variety of trout in 

the state. It’s that easy. Check the AGFD website for official rules and the application 
form. This month we will have 2 speakers from AZGFD giving us the latest on whats 
going on. You don’t want to miss it. Good information for when you’re out at your 
favorite spot.

See you at the April 14th Zoom meeting.

Tight Lines, 
Frank Schettino
...bada-bing-bada-boom

Did you know...

Being a paid up 

DFC Member

qualifies you to join in on 

DFC Club Outings.

Keep your membership
Keep your membership

up to date.up to date...

"There's a fine line between fishing and 
standing on the shore like an idiot."

Steven Wright
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DAVE WEAVER
FLY ROD

2021 Membership Drive is on!
....Renew and Receive one ticket for a Dave Weaver Fly Rod
It’s time to renew your annual DFC 2021 Membership:  
$35 Individual • $350 Life Time  |  Renewals or New Members get 1 ticket... 
2 tickets for NEW Lifetime membership for the Dave Weaver Fly Rod drawing 
in April. All Lifetime Members will automatically receive 2 tickets- each year!

BONUS PLUS!! Each month an added drawing for all who renew!

Get in on the “monthly” added drawing for that extra little something from the DFC Board knowing you're 
special keeping the club together during these troubled times. Each month there’s a drawing for those who 
renewed during that month. Here’s the BONUS PLUS!! Your name will automatically be entered into the next 
months drawing, and then the next month.  You’ll have a chance to keep winning...there will be one winner each 
month! Everyone has a chance to win along with the Dave Weaver Fly Rod in April.

JANUARY
8ft • 3wt 

3pc Fly Rod

FEBRUARY
5/6

Fly Reel

DFC makes it easy to pay your dues....Just click on the link below. We are now PAYPAL!

2021 Dave Weaver Fly Rod: 10 ft • 3 wt Nymphing Special for those Salt River 
adventures and beyond. Sensitive to the touch and crafted for many hours of pleasure.

For those who prefer pay by check: Fill out Annual Membership Form found in this newsletter, attach your payment and mail.

DFC link to purchase Lifetime Family Membership Dues for $350...Click link below:

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=9LS44D7GYS63J

WINNER!
Skip Bargman

WINNER!
Mark Pearlstein

Rod Building
Rod building is gearing to re-convene In June for classes.  Currently they 
are to be scheduled at Redden Construction Office. The class currently ls 
projected to be limited to 8.  
Please, all interested in this class please reach out to Tom.  Email below.

Beginning Fly Tying
Please email Tom if you are interested in a beginning Fly tying Class and 
if you wish the class to be virtual or in person.  Those classes could be 
started in late April or early May.  Reach out to Tom if interested.

Intermediate Fly Tying 3 Formats for club input.
Zoom meeting with all tying different flies and commenting on what 
they are tying and why?
Zoom tying one fly and class instruction around the that fly.
Limited intermediate tying class at Redden’s office.  Limited to 6.
Please respond to these ideas and your preferences to:
Tom Horvath
mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com   /     602.768.7280

The Education Committee 
met and would like input 
from the club members 
regarding the following:

DFC EDUCATION COMMITTEE: 3/25/2021
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APRIL DFC OUTING: SATURDAY, APRIL 17, 2021

DFC Fishing Excursion to the East Verde River
DFC Trout Bums have you caught a Gila trout yet? Or fished the East Verde Ri-
ver? This is your opportunity! Joe Miller and Jim Strogen will help orient folks 
and provide tips on where and how to catch Gila trout in the East Verde River. 
They will also be happy to help you with suggestions for fishing the Upper 
East Verde for wild rainbows too. 
    Meet them at the Payson Home Depot parking lot near the Gar-
den Center on Saturday, April 17th at 8 am for an orientation on the 
various locations to fish the East Verde River depending on the type of water 
you like to fish, and your mobility restrictions. Some spots can be fished en-
tirely from the bank.
    The East Verde is accessed by traveling east on Houston Mesa Road which 
is just north of the Home Depot parking lot off of SR 87. The first fishable wa-
ter is 1st Crossing, about six miles east on Houston Mesa Road and less than 
fifteen minutes from town. 
     Depending on the number of participants and the interests of the group, 
Joe and Jim will either be able to direct you to productive locations, or actual-
ly get you set up at some of their preferred spots on the East Verde or Upper 
East Verde. 
    There will not be any place close-by to grab lunch, so you should plan to 
bring what you need for the day with you. The parking areas at 1st, Water 
Wheel, 2nd, and 3rd Crossing require a parking pass that can be purchased 
(cash) at a kiosk at any of the lots. Just keep your envelope stub on your dash 
and it will work for the remaining spots that you fish. 
     Perhaps someone in the Valley can arrange a car caravan meeting spot to 
drive up to Payson and meet Joe and Jim at 8am at the Payson Home Depot. 
If you have questions about fishing that day, contact Jim (480-242-2569).

We hope you can make the trip to catch your first Gila trout in the East 
Verde and/or a wild rainbow on the Upper East Verde. .

Please email Jim (jimstrog@gmail.com) if you plan to attend, so we know how many to expect.

CO-HOSTS:
Jim Strogen

jimstrog@gmail.com
(480) 242-2569

Joe Miller
jamiller101@gmail.com

(928) 978-1315
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DFC OUTING: DFC OUTING: 
Lees Ferry Walk-In & Float TripLees Ferry Walk-In & Float Trip
Float: Thursday, May 20 – Sunday, May 23, 2021
Walk-In: Saturday, May 22 – Sunday, May 23, 2021

Host(s): Rod Buchanan   •  Email: buchanan23@aol.com    Phone: (209) 815-0062

Watercraft: Approved Canoes, Kayaks, 2-person pontoon boats, 1-per-
son pontoon boats (No Float Tubes!!) - Don’t forget Paddles and/or Oars!
Safety Gear: Including, but not limited to the following: PFD, Flashlight, 
Air Horn, Whistle, Throw Rope, Tow Line, Bilge Pump (if applicable), Sponge 
(if applicable), Emergency Blanket, Extra Paddle(s), Safety Flag, Reflective 
Tape, Medications, Etc.
Camping: Camping is only permitted in six designated spaces along the 
river. Campsites are primitive and remote. They have pit-toilets, fire rings, 
but not much else. Sites are first come, but we will make every effort to 
stay together. Regarding camping equipment, backpacking gear works 
best due to the limited weight/space available on most watercrafts and the 
small size of the campsites. Your camping gear should include, but not be 
limited to: 1-2 person tent, sleeping pad, sleeping bag, water, food, stove, 
spoon, lightweight chair or stool, toiletries and first-aid kit. Also, you will 
need good dry bags, or your stuff will get wet. If you do not have the pro-
per equipment, ask around and you may be able to share a tent, stove, etc.

All participants will need to sign a Liability Waiver/Release 
before signing-up for this trip

Walk-In Information: The Lee’s Ferry walk-in is a fun trip 
every time! There are a number of accessible areas along the bank from 
the Lee’s Ferry launch area to the area by the camp ground. Also you could 
hire a guide to take you up stream for the day. If you have never done this 
it is very fun as well and you are bound to catch more fish than the walk-in. 
Unfortunately this year there will not be an organized dinner on Saturday 
night so bring food or eat at one of the restaurants. There are a number of 
hotels in that area and you can camp at the campsite at Lee’s Ferry but it 
is first come/first serve and they do not take reservations. Since the pan-
demic I have noticed the campground have been more full than previous 
years! More information about the walk-in trip will also be provided during 
the April DFC monthly meeting. 

Overview: Paddle and Fish the Colorado River! For those seeking a 
little more adventure; the DFC club will once again be organizing a 
self-guided river float. This is a fun trip, however probably not sui-
ted for everyone. The section we will be paddling is “flatwater” and 
requires no paperwork or whitewater certification and is beginner 
friendly. We will begin our journey at Lee’s Ferry Boat Launch where 
we will meet-up with the back-haul company. They will shuttle us, our 
watercrafts and gear upstream. From there we will begin our decent 
back downstream, stopping to fish the various gravel bars and be-
aches. There are six designated beach camping areas along the way, 
were we will be camping the first and second night. The Colorado 
river between Glen Canyon Dam and Lees Ferry has very few rough 
areas, requiring no maneuvering and no whitewater experience. Alt-
hough this 15-mile stretch is normally described as “flatwater”, there 
are still a few dangers to be aware of. First, there is a lot of motorized 
boat traffic, so prepare to deal with their wake and make yourself as 
visible as possible to avoid a collision. Add a flag and/or reflective tape 
to your watercraft, wear bright colors, carry a flashlight and air horn 
or emergency whistle. Second, the water is very cold. Always wear a 
PFD and be aware that hypothermia is still a serious concern, even in 
mid 40-degree water. Third, avoid getting stranded or separated from 
your watercraft. The flows fluctuate daily at Lees Ferry, so make sure 
to properly secure your watercraft when beaching and pay attention 
to rising water levels when wading. NOTE: This is a self-guided trip, 
therefore there are no guides or emergency support staff. Keep in mind 
the inherent risks and safety issues related to fishing moving water. 
Members must be in good physical condition, capable of paddling se-
veral miles, able to swim in a moving current and perform self-rescue in 
the event of an accident. Additionally, members will be responsible for 
providing their own approved watercraft, Personal Floatation Device 
(PFD), safety equipment, meals, fishing & camping gear and transpor-
tation (for them and their gear) to and from the river.

WARNING: Please be aware of the risk and danger, including injury or death, invol-
ved in floating / paddling / wading any stretch of moving water. Be sure the manu-
facturer approves the use of your watercraft for the Class of Water, Load Capacity and 
River Conditions you plan to encounter. Know your personal limitations. Follow all 
rules and regulations for the area. Have appropriate safety gear on board and be pre-
pared to self-rescue. Always check river flows and conditions in advance. River flows 
can change during the day; be aware of what moving water is doing. Most importantly 
– Wear an approved PFD at all times!

Photo courtesy of Jim Strogen

Price: The cost of the back-haul service from Lees Ferry Boat Launch upstream (approx. 14.5-miles) will vary slightly per person depending 
on what you are bringing up river. You must bring at least $80 per person to the launch area and we will reconcile the actual costs once we 
weigh and count your items.  I am trying to get an earlier leave time on the 20th, so you may want to make hotel reservations for Wednesday 
and Saturday nights if you don’t want to make the trip there and home in one day. Here is the cost breakdown:   
$30 per person  •  $25 per boat/craft  •  $25 for gear up to 100lbs

Float Information (limited to 12 people):

Itinerary: 
Thursday, May 20 – Meet at boat launch at 12:00pm to prepare gear for transport. Leave the 
boat launch at 2:00pm (but could change to 10:30am).  Camp upstream at drop-off location.
Friday, May 21 – Break camp and float /fish. Regroup downstream at second riverside camp 
at horseshoe bend.
Saturday, May 22 - Float /fish back to Lees Ferry. 
Sunday, May 23rd – Fish Walk-in

Some additional information:
I called the hotels below and rooms are filling fast. I also called the guide services and 
they only have a couple of openings for May 23rd! I would make your reservations asap if 
you are planning on lodging or hiring a guide! 
Guide Services: Marble Canyon Outfitters - 800.533.7339 • Lees Ferry Anglers - 800.962.9755
Hotels:  Marble Canyon Lodge 800.726.1789     Cliff Dwellers - 800.962.9755

One last note; I always will go to visit the local fly shops up there at to find out 
what fly’s the fish are taking and buy a few. Best $20-$30 you will spend!  
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DFC Members can help protect the forest, Rim Country DFC Members can help protect the forest, Rim Country 
recreation opportunities and communities, as well asrecreation opportunities and communities, as well as  
ensure adequate, safe drinking water for Valley homes.ensure adequate, safe drinking water for Valley homes. 

Do you enjoy fishing, hunting, hiking, and camping in 
the forests in Rim Country? 

Did you know that much of the wa-
ter that you use in and around your 
home originates in those same Rim 
Country forests? 

What would happen to those 
recreational opportunities and the 
water supply to the Valley if there 
was a catastrophic forest fire in Rim 
Country?

Payson and surrounding commu-
nities live with the reality that their 
homes and businesses are a careless 
campfire away from destruction. 
Many Arizona residents who come to 

Rim Country to enjoy the forests, or are unaware where the water in 
their homes comes from, don’t understand the dire conditions of the 
forests in Rim Country. Nor do they realize how it will impact their 
lives for years to come if these forests are not protected against de-
vastating wildfires.

The forests surrounding the C.C. Cragin Reservoir are particularly 
critical to the water supply for Payson and surrounding communities, 
as well as being the source for a portion of the water used by Valley 
residents. This watershed is heavily forested. The tree density is es-
timated to be 1,000 trees per acre rather than the desired 100 trees 
per acre. 

This density means several things in terms of a healthy watershed. 
When there are too many trees, it limits the snowpack reaching the 
ground, and means less water for the lakes and streams. Many trees in 
the forest drink up a great deal of the water, again which then is not 
able to flow into the streams. 

Heavy ground cover and thickets of small trees under taller trees 
means that when there is a fire, there is a much greater risk of fire on 
the ground moving to the crowns of the tall trees. Once the fire is in 
the crowns of the trees, it is much more difficult to contain. It burns 
longer and hotter than a low intensity ground fire, and the soil beco-
mes useless for plant growth. 

It is changed chemically, to the point that it resists absorption and 
water runs in torrents down stream beds, and fills lakes and reservoir 
downstream with debris and toxic ash. These sediment filled lakes 
severely reduces their ability to hold water for our needs in a desert 
community. 

Thinning the forest of the small trees is an expensive proposition. 
While the U S Forest Service does not have difficulty selling rights to 
harvest larger trees, they have struggled to find contractors willing 
to clear the forest of the smaller trees and the limbing and debarking 
by-product of timber operations. 

The density of these smaller trees and the accumulated forest deb-
ris pose the greatest risks to forests in the west. These are the con-
ditions that led to the deadly and destructive fires around Paradise, 
California and are a real threat to Rim Country here in Arizona. 

SRP has a vested interest in protecting the forest around the C. C. 
Cragin Reservoir as that watershed is critical for supplying water to 
Arizonans.

SRP has created a voluntary program to allow customers to donate 
$3 per month toward efforts to strategically thin the forest in this cri-
tical watershed. They intend to match those donations up to $200,000 
each year. There are approximately 37,000 acres in the Cragin waters-
hed in need of strategic thinning. These thinning costs sometimes 
range from $1,000-$1500 per acre depending on various forest condi-
tions and clean-up needs.

As past fires in California and Arizona have taught us, that in addition 
to the tragic loss of life often associated with these fires, the invest-
ment in prevention is a fraction of the cost of fighting the fires, res-
toration efforts, and rebuilding homes and business lost to the fires.

Will you help?Will you help?
This SRP link describes the program and the need for action. The 
information to sign up to make contributions to this effort are on 
the right side of the page: :(https://www.srpnet.com/water/waters-
hed-management.aspx).

If you would like to learn more about this problem and the need for 
this effort:

A 14 minute video: The Collaborative Road to Restoring Arizona’s 
Forests (https://youtu.be/r0iTDfFBn44).

A 26 minute video: Fire and Water: Restoring Arizona’s Forests 
(https://youtu.be/DXauJ_cCB5w).

Payson Roundup article by Pete Aleshire: 
(https://www.paysonroundup.com/forest_closures_fire_updates/
salt-river-project-announces-plans-to-fund-restoration-projects/
article_0c885f7b-99f0-51ae-b687-f f40bd389596.html?utm_me-
dium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share).

Jim Strogen

Thinned Forest, Resistant to Supporting High Intensity Fire Thick Overgrown Forest, High Risk of Destructive High Intensity Fire

Jim Strogen, Writer/Columnist - Life on the Fly   •   Payson Roundup Newspaper   •  Catch Jim at: jimstrog@gmail.com  • top photo Jim Strogen / Alan Davis bottom 2 photos
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"May you always have: Love to share, Cash to spare, Tires with air, And friends who care." 
Richard P. (Dick) Caldwell, D.Min

Jan Boyer, 
Fisheries Biologist of AZGFD, stu-
dies the fish in the Colorado Ri-
ver, especially Rainbow Trout. 
She will share some historical 
trends about catch rates and fish 
size over the years and explain 
current research projects at Lees 
Ferry on the Rainbow Trout, exp-
lain catch rates and sizes, and 
share just how Trout Bum mem-
bers of DFC can help with that 
data gathering

Alex Loubere, 
Sportfish Research Biologist, AZ-
GFD, and his crew have been busy 
on the East Verde River studying 
the fate and movement of Gila 
trout as well as surveying anglers 
on the river. Some of you mem-
bers may have seen Alex and 
others on his team searching for 
tagged  fish as they walked the 
banks in various East Verde loca-
tions.  He’ll share preliminary in-
formation about his East Verde 
Gila trout research project on the 
movement and fate of EVR Gila 
trout. He’ll provide photos of ta-
gged fish, show how tagging is 
accomplished, and how fish are 
actually located.

DFC CLUB ZOOMDFC CLUB ZOOM
7:00 PM • Wednesday • April 14, 20217:00 PM • Wednesday • April 14, 2021

Arizona Game & Fish Department Research Branch Arizona Game & Fish Department Research Branch 
Presentations on two very Different AZ FisheriesPresentations on two very Different AZ Fisheries

Desert Fly Caster's is inviting you to our scheduled Zoom meeting for:
Wednesday Night, April 14, 2021, at 7:00pm AZ Time (MST).

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86023864448?pwd=bG9yN1B0NVZtNGppeHZDcUpnbEZtdz09

Meeting ID: 860 2386 4448  •  Passcode: DFC2021

Please Sign in a Few Minutes Early, to be Admitted from Waiting Room

Did you know...

Being a paid up 

DFC Member

helps to procure monthly

zoom speakers.

Keep your membership
Keep your membership

up to dateup to date..
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Guys:
Claudia and I decided to visit our fishing club in the Colorado Rockies 
yesterday. The weather (in nearby Granby) was predicted to be full sun, 
high of 42 degrees and winds of 4 mph, gusting to 7. Just a perfect day 
for winter fishing.

   Middle Park, the broad valley where the club is located, is a funny place. 
The 10:00 am temp at the top of Berthod Pass (11,300') was nearly 30 but 
Winter Park (9,000') was only 22 and Granby (8,000') was only 19. I guess 
warm air really does rise while cold air falls. Oh well, we'd brought plenty 
of cold weather gear and the scenery was snow-blanketed perfection.

   Seen from the club's bridge, the Colorado River was flowing beautiful-
ly, except along the edges. Unfortunately, edge ice in the deeper pools 
extended 5 to 6 feet into the stream. Once I got dressed and rigged, 
though, I found I could see through the ice to the gravel near the bank. 
Stepping on the ice sent ice chunks downstream. I cracked enough ice 
to make a decent space to stand and to land fish. I started casting, con-
tinuing to crack edge ice during uneventful drifts.

   After half a dozen casts I hooked a 15", then a 16", rainbow, both on a 
tan Mop Fly. They fought a bit, although I suspect they were sluggish 
due to the cold. My third bow kept going under a large chunk of ice I'd 
dislodged. I had to keep this guy on hold several minutes as the ice sheet 
between us slowly drifted downstream. But the wait was eventful; du-
ring this time a mature bald eagle flew by, no more than two rod-lengths 
overhead. What a wonderful sight.

   So far, every bow had eaten the tan Mop but ignored the jigged Ha-
re's Ear on top. I like to experiment so I put a chartreuse Mop on top 
followed by a chamois leech. Right away I hooked a psycho 16 rainbow. 
This fish ran in circles, thrashed near the surface, spun around, and ge-
nerally fought like a whirling dervish. Even in my net it kicked and bit my 
fingers. The chamois leech was wrapped around its middle and the Mop 
was embedded in cartilage inside its upper lip. After releasing this crazy 
bow, I had bumps but no takes. When I checked my rig, I found that the 
Mop's hook (a Fulling Mill 5045 barbless) was broken off at the bend.

   This time I rigged a jig BHPT followed by an illiamna (pink) Glo Bug. I 
caught a couple nice bows but caught some snags too and had to re-rig 
several times. My fingertips were painfully cold and rigging was slow 
and imprecise. As I fished further downstream, though, the air warmed 
up a bit. Or maybe hypothermia set in. In either case, I felt better and my 
fingers were blissfully numb.

   I came upon a riffle dropping into a shallow run/plunge pool and star-
ted casting. I caught 5 fish there, in an area no bigger than a compact 
car. A bit further downstream I was tempted by a deeper, slower pool. 
It was slippery wading with deepish swirling current, though, and edge 
ice kept me from going ashore. I ended up casting downstream. It's hard 
to hook-up downstream and, as expected, I got bumps and brief takes 
but no hookups. I changed the Glo Bug to a dark red worm. Now the fish 
held on a split-second longer, just enough time to get a good hook set. 
I landed two bows in that pool, one a fat 18-incher that was my big fish 
of the day.

   I caught a few more on the way back to the car but lost the last one, 
which is fine. Fishing wouldn't be a challenge if you won every fight. In 
three hours of fishing, I had double digits in hand (or in net) and maybe 
half that many that shook off. A great day in my book.

So, what did I learn from fishing in the winter? A few things. It's best 
to wade into shallow areas and cast into deeper runs. (That's always 
good advice but is especially true in winter.) You should target fish po-
sitioned under edge ice, overhanging ice/snow shelves and mid-stream 
ice islands. And you should always bring a towel to dry your hands af-
ter handling fish (thanks John). I didn't bring a towel, but that's okay. I 
should get feeling back in my fingers any time now.

 Larry Gallegos...  Larry Gallegos... A perfect day for winter fishing!A perfect day for winter fishing!

Larry D. Gallegos
Questions/Comments? 
Catch Larry at: relaw@msn.com
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2021 DFC OUTINGS2021 DFC OUTINGS

Questions/Comments?? 
Catch me, Joe Staller, The Outing Guy at: stallerjoe@gmail.com  •  cell phone: 602-568-9431

NEW DATE- APRIL             DFC Outing to East Verde River    April 17       Host: Jim Strogen/Joe Miller**
NEEDNEED
TROUT BUM 
TROUT BUM HELP!HELP!

We can use your help. If you would like to host, help out at an outing contact Joe Staller.

Please...
make oneself 

available.

**
See page: 4 for additional information for:
DFC Fishing Excursion to the East Verde River
Saturday, April 17, 2021

Did you know...

Being a paid up 

DFC Member

qualifies you to join in on 

DFC Club Outings.

Keep your membership
Keep your membership

up to dateup to date..
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We’ve written before  (January 2021 DFC Newsletter Conservation Corner) 
about how water resources protection and restoration in Arizona is really all 
about the public forests.  Here below and in other pages of this April Newsletter 
are a couple more items about that topic:
Arizona Forward Forest Health Webinar, 3/23/21:    “Arizona’s Forest: Why We Care”

Webinar Link:  https://arizonaforward.org/2021/03/arizonas-forests-why-we-care/

Arizona Forward Association is a long term AZ non-profit, non-partisan multi-mem-
ber organization involved in sustainability and other significant issues in Arizona.  I 
found this webinar to be well organized and most informative about forest conditions 
across Arizona.  It was largely presented by people I routinely interface with as part of 
my 4 Forest Restoration Initiative (4FRI) activities:  Dr Amy Waltz of the Ecological 
Restoration Institute at NAU, Travis Woolley of The Nature Conservancy, Jeremy Kru-
ger CEO of the 4FRI at US Forest Service, and also Mr Bruce Hallin of Salt River Project.  
The session was Keynoted by AZ’s US Congressman Tom O’Halleran and moderated by 
Ms Joanne Keene of Coconino County.
I recommend this recorded but very recent webinar for your viewing if you are inter-
ested in water systems conservation in AZ.  Those forests are here to protect our water 
supplies!  There is discussion of the Verde River and Salt River Watersheds; Both those 
together provide much of our fishable waters here in AZ.
Salt River Project (SRP) :  Watershed and Forest Protection and Restoration in Arizona

The Salt River Project is very involved in Watershed Management, Protection and Res-
toration on the Verde River Watershed, the Salt River Watershed and the Little Colorado 
River Watershed.  They are actively participating with the USFS and the USBR and a 
number of communities on many diverse efforts that ultimately contribute to our fishe-
ries.  Please see the Article “DFC Members can help protect the forest, ....” by Jim Strogen 
elsewhere in this Newsletter on some of those SRP activities.

And On Other Topics: DFC April 14 Program (Via Zoom) - AZGFD Research Branch 
Project Reports on Lees Ferry Rainbow Trout Fishery & Gila Trout Fishery on East Verde. 

AZGFD Research Branch Staffers Jan Boyer & Alex Loubere will be presenting research 
on both those on-going Projects on those two very different places we fish:  Big Water, 
Small Water, Fish that are related, but very different, in surroundings that are rock and 
stone, or in the depths of the Tonto National Forest amid big Ponderosa Pines.  Lees 
Ferry will likely never burn, tho it does get warm up there, while the E Verde is subject 
to some of those fire risks discussed above, and depends on those healthy forests for its 
sources.  Join DFC’s April 14 Zoom Meeting described in this Newsletter and find out 
more!  DFC Trout Bums are headed to BOTH those waters later in April!!!!!          
It’s Great to Fish in AZ!!!

Desert  Fly Desert  Fly 
CastersCasters
Conser vation Conser vation 
CornerCorner  
JOE MILLER
DFC Conservation Chairman

APRILAPRIL
20212021

Questions?
Catch me, Joe Miller at:
jamiller101@gmail.com

Fisheries, Streams, Watersheds; Protection and 
Restoration in Arizona:  What’s It All About?

PART II - FOREST HEALTH

"It is impossible to grow weary of a sport that is never the same 
on any two days of the year."  

Theodore Gordon
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Fly Tying CornerFly Tying Corner

Seneca FliesSeneca Flies

Lake Mary – Pike Flies Lake Mary – Pike Flies 

For more information, send email to Bob Harrison harrn7963@aol.com or call/ text to 480 735 9743.  For more information, send email to Bob Harrison harrn7963@aol.com or call/ text to 480 735 9743.  

Links to recorded videos are embedded with recipe. 
We will try again to set up Zoom meetings for a tying session or two. You are 

welcome to tie along but will need to get your material in advance.

April Flies of the MonthApril Flies of the Month

Duncs Floating Duncs Floating 
CareyCarey
Hook: Mustad Size 4 – 6 3407
Hook:  Tiemco 5263, #6 - #10.
Thread:  Olive Monocord or 6/0 
UNI-Thread.
Body:  Deer-hair mix (spun and 
clipped).
Hackle:  Blue phase pheasant rump. 

1. Combine various colors of deer hair 
in a container in the same manner as 
blending different colors of dubbing. 
It is a good idea to make notes of 
successful color combinations and to 

make enough for a number of patterns.  
2. Cover the hook shank with thread. 
Leave tying thread hanging at the 
rear of the hook. Don't build up too 
much thread on the hook shank as this 
inhibits spinning the body. 3. Select a 
stack of pre-mixed deer hair. About the 
diameter of a pencil is fine. 4. Spin a 
body of deer hair all the way up to the 
hook shank. Resist the urge to pack it. 
Remember to leave room for the head.  
5. Tie off the thread and remove the fly 
from the vise. Trim the body to a cigar 
shape with a fat rear end and sloping 
towards the eye. Keep the gap clear so 
as not to impede the hooking ability 

of the fly.  6. Re-attach the tying 
thread at the eye. Select an approp-
riate pheasant rump feather. The in-
dividual fibers should be no longer 
than the body. Prepare the feather 
by stripping away the flue. Tie in 
the hackle feather by the tip with 
the shiny side of the feather facing 
towards the tier, ensuring the fibers 
will sweep back along the body.  7. 
Wind the hackle a maximum of 3 ti-
mes. Tie off and trim excess hackle. 
Build a neat head. Whip-finish and 
apply head cement.
http://www.flyanglersonline.com/
flytying/fotw2/021201fotw.php

Lefty’s DecieverLefty’s Deciever
Hook: Streamer Hook
Thread 140 denier black
Tail: White Saddle Hackle 1 ½ to two 
times shank length
Flash: Three strands pearl crystal 
flash (double over when tying in). 
Slightly longer than Saddle hackle.
Body: Pearl Diamond braid. Wrap 
from tie in at saddle hackle to 2 – 3 
eye widths behind eye. Leaving 
room for Buck tail.

Wing: White Bucktail on bottom, 
Larger bunch of Chartreuse Bucktail 
on top 
Throat: Red Buck tail. Tie in at bottom 
of white bucktail. Length should 
extend to hook point. Whip Finish a 
fairly large head. 
Eyes: Prismatic with black dot. Place 
on each side of head. Epoxy or UV 
cure cement over eyes being careful 
not to wick into bucktail. It may 
require multiple layers. If epoxy, It 
will require a fly turner. 

Tie in combinations of white/ 
Chartreuse, White Red, White 
black, White/ Yellow, Yellow/ 
Black, Red / Yellow. 
Tie in bucktail with tips forward 
and fold over to tie down 
to make body taller but not 
wider. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=8VX1YB-2rkg

Chamois Leech Chamois Leech 
Thread 140 denier red. 
Tail, Body, Head: Narrow strip of 
Chamois (from local car parts) or cut 
into dog bone shape 

Start thread at middle of hook as 
shown in picture. Tie in Chamois strip 
and Whip Finish
Alternative tie in at curve of hook 
advance to head and tie in – like a 
San Juan Worm  •  Alternative 2: Ad red 
bead to hook shank before starting 

thread. Tie in front and back like bead 
belly San Juan Worm  •  Last alternative 
– Persuade Dick Brooks to share Dog 
Bone Chamois flies.  https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=4n7tVGIqebY
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this UEVR effort completes the project. DFC 
also contributed to these East Verde River 
stream improvements, as well as providing 
some much-needed muscle for the UEVR sec-
tion of the project.

The worksite restored about 150-200 feet of 
the creek that had been eroded down to the 
bedrock shelf. The stretch is between some of 
my favorite water, but I always skipped over 
this section of the creek because the bedrock 
didn’t support aquatic bug life, was only a 
couple inches deep, and provided no cover for 
trout. One thing about the UEVR wild rain-
bows; they like their cover! 

The stream improvement work was comp-
leted on February 27th. The work was plan-
ned and supervised by Curt Gill (AZGFD), 
Allen Haden (Natural Channel Design) and 
Jay Olson (USFS). Volunteers from PFC/
GTTU, DFC, AFC, Zane Grey Chapter and 
Old Pueblo Chapter worked hard all day at 
the stream improvement site. Members of the 
Mogollon Sporting Association in Payson ad-
ded a great deal of muscle to the effort as well.

We were all Covid masked and did our best 
to keep our distance. This was not a project 
for merely the young at heart. It was a full day 
of tough work, moving large logs from the fo-
rest down into the creek, and then manipula-
ting and cabling them into precise positions 
wedged between banks and ledges to withs-
tand the onslaught of years of stream current. 
There were also wheelbarrows full of large 

The Upper East Verde River (UEVR) is one of 
my favorite streams to fish. It is a catch and 
release stream that is home to a wild rainbow 
trout population where the average fish is 
about six inches long. 

I often have the stream to myself (unless 
I take a friend along), and even on crowded 
weekends, folks really aren’t fishing there. 
They are more interested in hiking the Arizo-
na Trail or the Highline Trail accessed from 
the Washington Park parking area. 

That upper section above the parking lot 
can have what seems a constant stream of 
people on the trail, and as long as you don’t 
mind an occasional audience, you can keep 
catching wild rainbows under the steep cut-
banks below the trail. 

If you want to avoid the crowd, head up 
there during the week or fish from one of the 
pull-outs on the way up to Washington Park. 
I’ve caught fish at all of them, but there is 
one pull-out that I am particularly looking 
forward to fishing this year. 

Four stream improvement chevrons were 
installed at one of the pull-outs (about the 
third one on the way up to Washington Park) 
as the last phase of the stream improvement 
work that Payson Flycasters Club/ Gila Trout 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited (PFC/GTTU) 
and the Arizona Game and Fish Department 
(AZGFD) have been working toward for se-
veral years. Last spring, work at Flowing Sp-
rings, 2nd, and 3rd Crossing was done, and 

cobble brought from across the road on the 
adjoining hill to add substrate to the newly 
created pools and to help fill the gaps under 
the logs and lock in additional debris. 

By the end of the day, that stretch of creek 
turned from a barren trickle over bedrock to 
three quality pools; and the top chevron sig-
nificantly enhanced an already good pool by 
adding more than a foot of water depth. That 
extra foot means that the rock ledge that is 
often out of the water during the summer will 
now be a prime cover spot for trout as will the 
boulders at the once shallow tail-out to the 
pool. 

A great deal went into this project. The 
planning, additional financial support garne-
red from multiple sources, working through 
the maze of paperwork, and the implemen-
tation skills of AZGFD, Natural Channel 
Design, and USFS staff is beyond the comp-
rehension of grateful fishers. The muscle and 
determination of volunteers from Clubs and 
Chapters across the state resulted in a vastly 
improved stretch of water. Thanks to everyo-
ne involved, we all have an even better place 
to catch (and release) wild rainbow trout on 
the Upper East Verde River.

Upper East Verde River Stream ImprovementsUpper East Verde River Stream Improvements
Jim Strogen

Three of the four completed chevrons. All have been packed with rock and leaf 
debris that will provide habitat for aquatic insects and create inviting pools and 
cover for trout.  -(1)

(2)
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 Shows the improved upper pool. With the increased depth to this pool, the 
ledge on the right side of the pool now provides great cover as do the boulders 
on the left at the tail of the pool. 

 Dragging this massive log over the bedrock to form a new pool was just part 
of the work done on the Upper East Verde. 

Massive log in place and paired with another, this chevron will be further impro-
ved with cobble and leaf debris to form one of three new pools and an improved 
fourth pool.

(3)

Looking upstream. The upstream chevron was placed by the flag and improved 
the pool above.

Before

 Looking downstream. The large log leaning left to right in the background is 
the end of the project site..

Before

Jim Strogen, Writer/Columnist - Life on the Fly   •   Payson Roundup Newspaper   •  Catch Jim at: jimstrog@gmail.com  •  photos by Jim Strogen 
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"I've gone fishing thousands of times in my life, and I have never once felt 
unlucky or poorly paid for those hours on the water."

William Tapply  "A Fly-Fishing Life"

Desert Fly Casters

Did you know...

Being a paid up 

DFC Member

you recieve the monthly

club news letter.

Keep your membership
Keep your membership

up to date.up to date.



A reminder notice for our Wednesday, April 14, 2021 
 ZOOM DFC Club Meeting will also be e-mailed to membership prior to meeting.

NOTE:

2021 DESERT FLY CASTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Frank Schettino- President
Joe Staller-Vice President
Valerie Staller- Treasurer

Marie McClearn- Secretary
Outings- Joe Staller
Programs-Brian Foss

Retail/Books/Logo -Jerry King
Membership- Rod Buchanan
Education- Gary Hitterman

Conservation- Joe Miller/Dick Brooks
TU/FFF Liaison- Bob Harrison   

Raffles- Mike Monroe
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru 

Robert McKeon

Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor

 

       Keep the flame and passion of Fly Fishing alive for 2021.

Lees Ferry Walk-In & Float Trip
May 20- 23, 2021

Host & Information catch: Rod Buchanan
buchanan23@aol.com  •  Phone: (209) 815-0062

DFC Fishing Excursion 
to the East Verde River

Saturday, April 17, 2021
Co- Hosts:

Jim Strogen • jimstrog@gmail.com • (480) 242-2569
Joe Miller • jamiller101@gmail.com • (928) 978-1315

I TOLD MY SUITCASES 
THAT THERE WILL BE 

NO VACATION THIS YEAR.
NOW I’M DEALING WITH 
EMOTIONAL BAGGAGE.


